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For the third season in a row, the Moriah Vi-

kings earned a spot in the state championship 
game at the Syracuse Carrier Dome. Led by 
Coach Don Tesar, the Vikings rose to the 
challenge of the semifinal game and overcame 
adversity after trailing at halftime. Their effi-
cient offense converted three possessions into 
three touchdowns in the third quarter. The Vi-
kings carried this energy and the record of an 
undefeated season into the state champion-
ship. 

The Moriah Vikings put up a valiant effort 
against the Tioga Tigers during the Class D 
New York State Championship, where they 
came just short of winning their first state title. 
Thanks to a tremendous effort put forward by 
the defense, the Vikings only gave up seven 
points in the first half. Their perseverance and 
determination are truly inspirational and worthy 
of celebration. 

On behalf of New York’s 21st Congressional 
District, I would like to congratulate the Moriah 
Vikings on their incredible 2021 season. We 
are very proud of their hard work and dedica-
tion throughout this year. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MAYOR TOM 
BERNARD 

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 14, 2021 

Mr. NEAL. Madam Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to extend my warmest 
congratulations to Tom Bernard, a devoted 
public servant, for all that he has accom-
plished during his tenure as Mayor of the City 
of North Adams, Massachusetts. 

Mayor Bernard has invigorated the City of 
North Adams by expanding economic opportu-
nities and fostering modern, future-oriented 
growth. His administration has focused on in-
creasing green initiatives, with the integration 
of electric vehicles in the city’s fleet, strategic 
action to decrease North Adams’ carbon foot-
print, and launching the North Adams Tree Ini-
tiative. In addition, Mayor Bernard has been a 
staunch advocate for the marginalized in his 
community, working actively to increase diver-
sity and inclusion initiatives within the city’s 
government. Recognition of Indigenous Peo-
ples Day in North Adams came largely as a 
product of Mayor Bernard’s advocacy on these 
matters. 

Mayor Bernard has put significant effort in 
updating critical infrastructure in the city of 
North Adams despite the many challenges re-
sulting from the COVID–19 pandemic. Mayor 
Bernard successfully replaced all the non- 
functioning and malfunctioning hydrants, while 
simultaneously overseeing a full reevaluation 
of the city’s 60-year-old zoning laws, creating 
an avenue for much needed commerce in the 
city. 

Madam Speaker, in light of Mayor Tom Ber-
nard’s many achievements and remarkable 
contributions to the City of North Adams and 
the western Massachusetts community, I wish 
to congratulate him once again on his suc-
cessful tenure as Mayor of North Adams. He 
has undoubtedly played a pivotal role in shap-
ing the development of North Adams for years 
to come, and I am delighted to join with his 
family, friends, and the entire North Adams 

community in thanking him for his dedicated 
service. 

f 

CELEBRATING TECH SGT. JAMES 
FRANK BOUCHER ON HIS 100TH 
BIRTHDAY 

HON. MIKE BOST 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 14, 2021 

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate James Frank Boucher, of 
Murphysboro, Illinois, who celebrates his 
100th birthday on January 4, 2022. Known as 
Frank to his friends and family, Mr. Boucher 
was born on January 4, 1922, in Grimsby, Illi-
nois, to James and Lillie Boucher and grew up 
with his three siblings: Dorothy, Fred, and Ber-
nie. After graduating high school, Frank en-
tered World War II as a reconnaissance pilot 
in the Army Air Corps, flying a single engine 
Stinson L–5 in the Pacific Theater and rising 
to the rank of Technical Sergeant. His family’s 
favorite story to tell regards when Tech Ser-
geant Boucher was MIA for 14 days. Frank 
landed on a sandbar and traveled by night 
from village to village along the river. Using 
his pointy-talk book, he was able to commu-
nicate with the locals, which allowed him to 
work his way back to Yunan to be transported 
to Kumming Air Base. He was back flying mis-
sions the next day. In 1946, Frank returned 
home and married his wife, Zidania Francis 
Ogden. They were blessed with three boys. 
After working for the United States Postal 
Service for over 30 years, Frank retired and 
spent his newfound free time teaching his 
sons how to hunt and fish, and the importance 
of church and family. Over the years, his fam-
ily grew to six grandchildren, 22 great grand-
children, and two great-great grandchildren. 
Frank’s wife of 73 years passed away 2 years 
ago, but he’s still certain to cherish every mo-
ment shared with his family. Madam Speaker, 
please join me in honoring Tech Sergeant 
James Frank Boucher on his milestone 100th 
birthday. On behalf of Southern Illinois, thank 
you for your service to our Nation and happy 
birthday. 

f 

HONORING THE CAREER OF MR. 
KEVIN RYAN 

HON. JIM BANKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 14, 2021 

Mr. BANKS. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Kevin Ryan of Fishers for his dedi-
cated service to Indiana’s financial sector as 
he prepares to retire as CEO of Financial 
Center First Credit Union. 

Kevin’s credit union career spans decades 
dating back to the 1980s. Most notably, he 
has led Financial Center First CU as its CEO 
since 2009. During his years leading the Fi-
nancial Center, the credit union has doubled in 
asset size to $828 million, with membership 
growth also doubling to more than 80,000. To 
this end, Financial Center is one of the na-
tion’s leading credit unions in financial literacy 

outreach, receiving national awards every year 
from 2014 to 2021 for those efforts. 

Kevin’s success with Financial Center made 
a tremendous impact on the lives of countless 
others in other ways, as well. Over the years, 
Financial Center raised hundreds of thousands 
of dollars through its annual golf outings to do-
nate to organizations feeding the hungry, in-
cluding the Mozel Sanders Foundation, the 
Salvation Army Food Pantry, and Gleaners 
Food Bank. 

In addition to this work, Kevin sought a way 
to pay tribute to Hoosier veterans. So, he trav-
eled to credit unions around the state to raise 
funds to construct the Indiana Military Vet-
erans Hall of Fame, which honors veterans 
with ties to Indiana. Now, generations of Hoo-
siers will have the opportunity to honor Indi-
ana’s heroes who fought to keep our country 
free. 

I am proud to honor Kevin as a testament 
to his work and legacy. I thank Kevin for all 
that he has done for our state, and we wish 
him the best as he begins the next chapter of 
his life. 

f 

IN GRATITUDE OF SIGRID GRACE 

HON. HALEY M. STEVENS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 14, 2021 

Ms. STEVENS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize an exceptional constituent 
and community leader in Michigan, Ms. Sigrid 
Grace. 

Ms. Grace is a lifelong Michigander who 
graduated from Central Michigan University 
where she met her late husband John Grace 
during her freshman year. 

As the Rochester Area Democratic Club 
Chair for over twenty-five years, Ms. Grace 
fostered and grew the club’s membership, 
supporting many causes and candidates. Our 
community is deeply grateful for her many 
years of leadership at RADC, and we con-
gratulate her on her recent retirement. 

Ms. Grace’s passion for education has no 
limits. She taught for forty years, most notably 
as a second-grade teacher in the Almont 
Community School District. 

Furthermore, Ms. Grace served as the local 
bargaining president on behalf of local edu-
cators and as a delegate for the Democratic 
National Convention from 2000 to 2004. She 
later became the National Chair of the early 
childhood education caucus at the National 
Education Association, where she advocated 
for the importance of pre-kindergarten edu-
cation. 

Ms. Grace currently resides in Rochester 
Hills, Michigan, where she volunteers at var-
ious community events and teaches school 
children how to read with her Shetland 
sheepdog, Baron. 

Fighting for Michigan teachers, Ms. Grace 
exemplifies what it means to be an educator 
and a community leader. Her work is inspiring 
and a positive example to many in Michigan 
and across the county. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in celebrating the outstanding contributions 
Ms. Grace has made to Michigan, our teach-
ers, students, and our country at large. 
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CONGRATULATING DEPUTY SEC-

RETARY DOUG HOUSE ON HIS 
RETIREMENT FROM THE ILLI-
NOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANS-
PORTATION 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 14, 2021 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Doug House, who is retiring as 
Deputy Secretary of the Illinois Department of 
Transportation after two and a half years of 
service. 

Throughout his life, in every action he has 
undertaken, Mr. House has selflessly served 
the public in pursuit of delivering a better Illi-
nois. He has always been a fighter for mean-
ingful change and produced real results for Illi-
noisans. His journey began in the Quad Cities 
region, when he graduated from Rockridge 
High School in Taylor Ridge, Illinois. Mr. 
House became a Staff Sergeant in the 182nd 
Airlift Wing of the Illinois Air National Guard in 
Peoria in 1980. He joined the 682nd Engineer 
Battalion of the U.S. Army Reserve in 1983, 
where he helped train heavy construction 
equipment operators to build roads until his 
honorable discharge in 1986. Mr. House’s 
commitment to revitalize our state’s infrastruc-
ture was only beginning and would stay with 
him over the next four decades. He oversaw 
the progress of many public works projects 
while presiding over the Illinois Chapter of the 
American Public Works Association. Mr. 
House, an advocate for workers’ rights, was 
named to The Indiana, Illinois, Iowa Founda-
tion for Fair Contracting as a construction ana-
lyst in 2016. In April 2019, he was hired as 
Deputy Secretary of the Illinois Department of 
Transportation. One of his proudest moments 
was being in Moline, Illinois on December 1, 
2021 for the opening of the I–74 Bridge, which 
will symbolize the hard-working spirit of our re-
gion for generations to come. 

It is because of diligent and noble leaders 
such as Doug House that I am especially 
proud to serve Illinois’ 17th Congressional Dis-
trict. Madam Speaker, I would like to again 
formally congratulate Doug House on his two 
and a half years of service as Deputy Sec-
retary of the Illinois Department of Transpor-
tation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND 
SERVICE OF JOHN AND PHYLLIS 
HILL 

HON. RALPH NORMAN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 14, 2021 

Mr. NORMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the life and service of John Leroy 
Hill and Phyllis Lynn Stringfield Hill. 

John Leroy Hill was born on December 7, 
1953 in Cowpens, South Carolina. A true 
American hero, John joined the U.S. Army in 
1970 and bravely served our country for two 
decades. During this time, John served two 
tours in Korea, two tours in Germany, and 

tours in Fort Bragg, Fort Hood, and Fort Ord. 
He retired as a First Sergeant on January 1, 
1991. 

John met his wife Phyllis while he was on 
recruiting duty in Warsaw, Indiana. The two 
were married on January 23, 1991. Known as 
hometown heroes, both John and Phyllis are 
deeply involved and engaged members in 
their community. John has been the Com-
mander of the Clover Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 6732 since 2008. He was also the 
Commander of the Clover American Legion 
Post 38 until he was relieved by John Mat-
tingly earlier this year. Phyliss worked with 
Crystalen Mattingly to form a Ladies Auxiliary 
for the American Legion Post 38. 

In February of 2019, Phyllis retired and 
wanted to spend time traveling. While on an 
Alaskan cruise, Phyllis learned that she had a 
malignant mass. After further testing at the Le-
vine Cancer Institute in Charlotte, North Caro-
lina, the mass was shown to be cancerous. 
After being diagnosed with an aggressive 
Stage 4 cancer, Phyllis was informed in June 
of 2020 that she had only three to nine 
months to live. She courageously underwent 
radiation and chemotherapy treatments every 
day for six weeks. Throughout this entire or-
deal, Phyllis has remained a positive and faith-
ful believer of God’s healing powers. 

Despite her devastating prognosis, Phyllis 
recently received remarkable news. On De-
cember 2nd, while at a monthly follow-up ap-
pointment, her doctor informed her that he 
could no longer see any cancer in her CT 
scans. Her team of doctors were baffled as to 
how the cancer had disappeared. Phyllis told 
them it was her deep and honest belief in God 
that led her through this. 

On behalf of the 5th District of South Caro-
lina, I thank John and Phyllis for their incred-
ible service, and I commend them for their un-
wavering faith in the Lord. These two are an 
inspiration to us all. May God continue to 
bless them and their family. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF WESTFIELD FIRE CHIEF 
MARCUS REED 

HON. VICTORIA SPARTZ 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 14, 2021 

Mrs. SPARTZ. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Fire Chief Marcus Reed of 
Westfield, Indiana, on the occasion of his re-
tirement after a long tenure of public service. 

Chief Reed has spent the last five years as 
the Chief of the Westfield Fire Department fol-
lowing over two decades of fire department 
leadership around the country before that. His 
retirement will be a big loss for the community 
of Westfield and Hamilton County but a well- 
deserved reward for his tireless service to 
keep his neighbors safe through emergency 
response, training, and prevention . 

I thank Chief Marcus Reed for his dedicated 
public service. Our community is grateful for 
his leadership and his long career in public 
safety. 

RECOGNIZING THE SCOTT CEN-
TRAL REBELS AS MHSAA 2A 
STATE CHAMPIONS 

HON. MICHAEL GUEST 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 14, 2021 

Mr. GUEST. Madam Speaker, I’d like to 
congratulate the Scott Central Rebels and 
Coach Eric House on their MHSAA 2A State 
Championship victory. Coach House led the 
Rebels to an almost unchallenged 15–0 sea-
son with huge margins of victory over their op-
ponents, ending the season with a MHSAA 
record-breaking 72 points in the championship 
game. I commend Coach House for his suc-
cess at the helm of the Rebels football team 
and wish him and his team continued success 
in the future. 

I would also like to extend my congratula-
tions to the young men who worked tirelessly 
for the championship trophy. Every early 
morning, every extra rep, and every sacrifice 
they made to better themselves and their team 
has resulted in the top prize. 

In the coming days, as the thrill of victory 
begins to fade, I would encourage those 
young men to reflect deeply on the investment 
they made to realize this championship. They 
will never forget the feeling of their great ac-
complishment; but in the future, as they remi-
nisce on this victory, 1 would challenge them 
to remember the qualities that made them 
champions. 

Those qualities of hard-work, commitment, 
and determination will continue to serve them 
well in the future as they transition from lead-
ers on the field to leaders in their families, 
communities, state, and Nation. 

Congratulations to the Scott Central Rebels. 
They earned this victory. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS COACH LOU 
HOLTZ 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 14, 2021 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, congratulations Coach Lou Holtz for 
being awarded the Contributions to College 
Football Award from the National College 
Football Awards Association (NCFAA). 

The purpose of the NCFAA is to enhance 
the integrity, influence, and prestige of college 
football’s various awards. 

Coach Holtz is the only college football 
coach to lead six different football programs to 
bowl games and the only one to lead four pro-
grams to the final top 20 rankings. The Univer-
sity of South Carolina cherish his dedicated 
service and success in Columbia. He defined 
college football and will forever be invoked in 
this era. Coach Holtz was elected to the Col-
lege Football Hall of Fame on May 1, 2008. 
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